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Photographs and Text by Jacek Lidwin
Foreword by Orham Pamuk (nobel prize of literature in 2006)

Jewish cemeteries are unusual places for me. When | started to photograph
them | was reading the novel of Marcel Proust In Search of Lost Times”.

As | understand it, the novel is dedicated to memory and the passing of time,
how much is left in our collective memories after the people who passed away,
and the time in which they lived, has gone, and also things which provoke these
memories. These cemeteries are for me similar reminders of people not known
to me, their life, work, achievements and private lives, and my aim is to preserve
the memories by cataloguing their disappearance and their disintegration.

| took my pictures in Jewish cemeteries lying on the border of two polish
regions: Silesiaand Malopolska since 2007. Jews began to settle in these areas
in the eleventh century. They created their own settlements, built synagogues
and founded cemeteries. They were born, lived and died. The Jews contributed
to the culture and richness of Europe until the 20th Century and ‘The Final
Solution’, the Holocaust, when the Germans expelled and killed most of the
Jews in Europe. The extermination was devastating, destroying synagogues and
cemeteries. In my work | have also included these, photographing places where
they once were, and where currently there is only, for example, a square, a lawn,
or even parking.

FRAGMENTS

JEWISH CEMETERIES / IN A SEARCH OF LOST TIMES

'l

SINJWOVAd

(|

L

L

L

o
=
o |

In the project | am also searching for my own ‘lost time’. Missed opportunities,
uncaptured images. It is an attempt to recall the ‘might have been’

The book contains about 300 pictures from 54 Jewish cemeteries.
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FOREWORD

/ Orham Pamuk

Jewish cemeteries are unusual places for me. When | started

to photograph them | was reading the novel of Marcel Proust

In Search of Lost Times”. As | understand it, the novel is dedi-
cated to memory and the passing of time, how much is left in
our collective memories after the people who passed away, and
the time in which they lived, has gone, and also things which
provoke these memories. These cemeteries are for me similar
reminders of people not known to me, their life, work, achieve-
ments and private lives, and my aim is to preserve the memories
by cataloguing their disappearance and their disintegration.

| took my pictures in Jewish cemeteries lying on the border of
two polish regions: Silesiaand Malopolska since 2007. Jews be-
gan to settle in these areas in the eleventh century. They created
their own settlements, built synagogues and founded ceme-
teries. They were born, lived and died. The Jews contributed to
the culture and richness of Europe until the 20th Century and
‘The Final Solution’, the Holocaust, when the Germans expelled
and killed most of the Jews in Europe. The extermination was
devastating, destroying synagogues and cemeteries. In my work
| have also included these, photographing places where they
once were, and where currently there is only, for example, a
square, a lawn, or even parking.

Jewish cemeteries are unusual places for me. When | started

to photograph them | was reading the novel of Marcel Proust
In Search of Lost Times”. As | understand it, the novel is dedi-
cated to memory and the passing of time, how much is left in

our collective memories after the people who passed away, and
the time in which they lived, has gone, and also things which
provoke these memories. These cemeteries are for me similar
reminders of people not known to me, their life, work, achieve-
ments and private lives, and my aim is to preserve the memories
by cataloguing their disappearance and their disintegration.

| took my pictures in Jewish cemeteries lying on the border of
two polish regions: Silesiaand Malopolska since 2007. Jews be-
gan to settle in these areas in the eleventh century. They created
their own settlements, built synagogues and founded ceme-
teries. They were born, lived and died. The Jews contributed to
the culture and richness of Europe until the 20th Century and
‘The Final Solution’, the Holocaust, when the Germans expelled
and killed most of the Jews in Europe. The extermination was
devastating, destroying synagogues and cemeteries. In my work
| have also included these, photographing places where they
once were, and where currently there is only, for example, a
square, a lawn, or even parking.

Jewish cemeteries are unusual places for me. When | started to
photograph them | was reading the novel of Marcel Proust In
Search of Lost Times”. As | understand it, the novel is dedicat-
ed to memory and the passing of time, how much is left in our
collective memories.




INTRODUCTION

/ Jacek Lidwin

Jewish cemeteries are unusual places for me. When | started

to photograph them | was reading the novel of Marcel Proust

In Search of Lost Times”. As | understand it, the novel is dedi-
cated to memory and the passing of time, how much is left in
our collective memories after the people who passed away, and
the time in which they lived, has gone, and also things which
provoke these memories. These cemeteries are for me similar
reminders of people not known to me, their life, work, achieve-
ments and private lives, and my aim is to preserve the memories
by cataloguing their disappearance and their disintegration.

| took my pictures in Jewish cemeteries lying on the border of
two polish regions: Silesiaand Malopolska since 2007. Jews be-
gan to settle in these areas in the eleventh century. They created
their own settlements, built synagogues and founded ceme-
teries. They were born, lived and died. The Jews contributed to
the culture and richness of Europe until the 20th Century and
‘The Final Solution’, the Holocaust, when the Germans expelled
and killed most of the Jews in Europe. The extermination was
devastating, destroying synagogues and cemeteries. In my work
| have also included these, photographing places where they
once were, and where currently there is only, for example, a
square, a lawn, or even parking.

Jewish cemeteries are unusual places for me. When | started

to photograph them | was reading the novel of Marcel Proust
In Search of Lost Times”. As | understand it, the novel is dedi-
cated to memory and the passing of time, how much is left in

our collective memories after the people who passed away, and
the time in which they lived, has gone, and also things which
provoke these memories. These cemeteries are for me similar
reminders of people not known to me, their life, work, achieve-
ments and private lives, and my aim is to preserve the memories
by cataloguing their disappearance and their disintegration.

| took my pictures in Jewish cemeteries lying on the border of
two polish regions: Silesiaand Malopolska since 2007. Jews be-
gan to settle in these areas in the eleventh century. They created
their own settlements, built synagogues and founded ceme-
teries. They were born, lived and died. The Jews contributed to
the culture and richness of Europe until the 20th Century and
‘The Final Solution’, the Holocaust, when the Germans expelled
and killed most of the Jews in Europe. The extermination was
devastating, destroying synagogues and cemeteries. In my work
| have also included these, photographing places where they
once were, and where currently there is only, for example, a
square, a lawn, or even parking.

Jewish cemeteries are unusual places for me. When | started

to photograph them | was reading the novel of Marcel Proust

In Search of Lost Times”. As | understand it, the novel is dedi-
cated to memory and the passing of time, how much is left in
our collective memories after the people who passed away, and
the time in which they lived, has gone, and also things which
provoke these memories. These cemeteries are for me similar
reminders of people not known to me, their life, work, achieve-

Jewish cemeteries are unusual places for me. When | started

to photograph them | was reading the novel of Marcel Proust

In Search of Lost Times”. As | understand it, the novel is dedi-
cated to memory and the passing of time, how much is left in
our collective memories after the people who passed away, and
the time in which they lived, has gone, and also things which
provoke these memories. These cemeteries are for me similar
reminders of people not known to me, their life, work, achieve-
ments and private lives, and my aim is to preserve the memories
by cataloguing their disappearance and their disintegration.

| took my pictures in Jewish cemeteries lying on the border of
two polish regions: Silesiaand Malopolska since 2007. Jews be-
gan to settle in these areas in the eleventh century. They created
their own settlements, built synagogues and founded ceme-
teries. They were born, lived and died. The Jews contributed to
the culture and richness of Europe until the 20th Century and
‘The Final Solution’, the Holocaust, when the Germans expelled
and killed most of the Jews in Europe. The extermination was
devastating, destroying synagogues and cemeteries. In my work
| have also included these, photographing places where they
once were, and where currently there is only, for example, a
square, a lawn, or even parking.

Jewish cemeteries are unusual places for me. When | started

to photograph them | was reading the novel of Marcel Proust
In Search of Lost Times”. As | understand it, the novel is dedi-
cated to memory and the passing of time, how much is left in

our collective memories after the people who passed away, and
the time in which they lived, has gone, and also things which
provoke these memories. These cemeteries are for me similar
reminders of people not known to me, their life, work, achieve-
ments and private lives, and my aim is to preserve the memories
by cataloguing their disappearance and their disintegration.

| took my pictures in Jewish cemeteries lying on the border of
two polish regions: Silesiaand Malopolska since 2007. Jews be-
gan to settle in these areas in the eleventh century. They created
their own settlements, built synagogues and founded ceme-
teries. They were born, lived and died. The Jews contributed to
the culture and richness of Europe until the 20th Century and
‘The Final Solution’, the Holocaust, when the Germans expelled
and killed most of the Jews in Europe. The extermination was
devastating, destroying synagogues and cemeteries. In my work
| have also included these, photographing places where they
once were, and where currently there is only, for example, a
square, a lawn, or even parking.

Jewish cemeteries are unusual places for me. When | started to
photograph them | was reading the novel of Marcel Proust In
Search of Lost Times”. As | understand it, the novel is dedicat-
ed to memory and the passing of time, how much is left in our
collective memories after the people. who passed away, and
the time in which they lived, has gone, and also things which
provoke these memories. These cemeteries are for me similar
reminders of people not known to me, their life, work, achieve-



CEMETERIES

. BBDZIN
. BIELSKO-BIALA

. BIERUDP STARY

. BYTOM

. CHRZANOW

. CIESZOWA

. CIESZYN - OLD CEMETERY

. CIESZYN - NEW CEMETERY

. CZECHOWICE-DZIEDZICE

. CZELADD

. CZBDSTOCHOWA

. GLIWICE - NA PIASKU

. GLIWICE - PONIATOWSKIEGO
. JANOW

. JAWORZNO

. KATOWICE

.~ KEOBUCK

. KRZEPICE

. LELOW

. LUBLINIEC

. MIASTECZKO DLDSKIE

. MIKOLOW

. MILOWKA

. MSTOW

. MYSEOWICE

. OLKUSZ - OLD CEMETERY
. OLKUSZ - NEW CEMETERY
. OPWIDCIM

. PILICA

. PRZYROW

. PSZCZYNA

. PYSKOWICE

. RACIBORZ

. RYBNIK

. SELAWKOW

. SOPNICOWICE

. SOSNOWIEC - GOSPODARCZA
. SOSNOWIEC - MILOWICE

. SOSNOWIEC - MODRZEJOW

. SZCZEKOCINY

. TARNOWSKIE GORY

. TOSZEK

. TRZEBINIA

. USTROD

. WIELOWIED

. WILAMOWICE NEAR SKOCZOW
. WODZIS£AW DLPSKI

. WOLBROM

. ZABRZE

. DARKI

. ZAWIERCIE

. ZAWIERCIE - KROMOtOW
. DORY

. PYWIEC

OLSZTYN
L]

BYDGOSICE
L

POZMAN PO I—A N D

WARSTAWA
L

WEROCELAW
L ]

A
KRAROW
L]

Malopaolska

Voivodeship

e
KRZEPICE
]
KLOBUCK
SILESIA

METOW

VOIVODESHIP  c7cs10CHOWA pnz’new

CIESZOWA ®
) LELOW
LUBLINIEC
JANGW ® 9
ZARKI SZCZEKOCINY
MIASTECZKD
WIELOWIES SLﬁgKII:
. SAWIERCIE =
p ® -
@7oszek  TARNOWSKIE @ e@°LcA
GORY ZAWIERCIE-KREMOLOW
PYSKOWICE @ BYTOM DABROWA ®
LABRIE acﬁNICZA SR KOW WOLBROM
® ® oianz® BEDZIN
SOSNICOWICE s
‘E® GLIWICE L SOSNOWIEC OLKUSE
KATOWICE JAWORZNG
® e ®
MIKOLOW  MYSLOWICE .
TRZEBIMIA
L ] CHRZANOW
® RYENIK . MALOPOLSKA
RACIEORZ ' BIERUN STARY
® - VOIVODESHIP
ZORY
® CSWIECIM
WOoDZISLaw PETCIYMA
Sy S
L ]
CZECHOWICE-DZIEDZICE
oy o
SROCZOW @ pipsko-BIALA
e .
CIESEYM
USTRON ®
ZYWIEC
®
ML EA,



A i i

x|

ol ViVIg-OMsSi13lg



T i —

O2.BIELSKO-BIALA







03.BIERUD STARY O3.BIERUD STARY



i 4,...“ ol L T
e - .
=




04.BYTOM

04.BYTOM



=
o
-
>
(1]
<
o

ﬁ.._.n____u...-_..l







10.CZELADZ




T PR PR P T K 10
K q.ln..n.......". M

hu o |...._.____:._. ...1....

-

i |.-.u. T

$p R Y G ek SRR Y Y o R T
G R ok R b R
< ﬁ?ﬁwﬁ G T

VMOHOO0O1S@GZDO

1



2.GLIWICE-NA PIASKU

1







| OOIIMSMOLVINOA-IOIMITO



i deptaiaiieaind sancp L - : i

e TR, W LU AT s Bl
] T el ¥ l... ! - e ..r... = s = 2 Jl.. .I. &
.1.&___.# I.._.wm S RS

e 4 ik B N T PR 3

- o P T

m..... . . ... 1. .... i =) " ¥ iy .“..._ ..-.. ..“;.......M. .”.. ......“#.m..._.m.%._. n.

by -

13.GLIWICE-PONIATOWSKIEGO

108






w | ONZIJOMVTrI






190

. -

"
S o S R S

|
)




n | VZOAdVAOdSO9O-03aIMONSOS






47. WODZISLAW SLASKI 47. WODZISLAW SLASKI




WOLBROM | &

a ]
?l.' |.. 'll: r
k"*'":f"
|l' :_;J:.I-"il-.
el B4
S5i7y 3
R ..l:". rl-llr
i "I.-"I-'.-
prial
F _’ - #
e & i
[

| o
~of -.I!,I..EF|
T s
i
i .

]
¥ |
| ]
a



o
[
N

49.ZABRZE

0
o]
N



w
N
4
1]
<
N
(9}
<




._h'.lh
H‘.— e 1;'.-;

310




328

BIOGRAPHY

| live in Poland. | photographed since | was 8 years old, but
photography has been in the centre of my professional life

since 2005. | tried my hand at in many areas of photography.
Since 2007 | have been photographing Jewish cemeteries. | also
like street photography. In 2012 | was a stipendist of the minister
of culture in Poland. My photos have featured in many publi-
cations and | have produced artwork and promotional images
for artists, theatres and newspapers. | was exhibited in various
exhibitions in Poland.

Stipends

Polish Ministry of Culture stipends:

2012 - Simply Stories - photographic project

Marshal of the Silesian Voivodeship stipends in the field of culture:
2008 - Fragments of Ancient Names - Jewish cemeteries in
Silesian Voivodeship- photographic project

2011 - A photo album about theater festivals A Part 1998-2011
2015 - Ecce Homo - photographic project about homeless people

Individual exhibitions in Katowice in Poland

2003 - The Photographs That Were Taken in Szopienice -
street photography

2008 - Unknown People - street photography

2009 - Human, space, light - theatrical photography at Round-
about Art Gallery

2009 - Unknown People - street photography

2010 - Packaging for the People - fashion photography

2011 - Fragments of Ancient Names - Jewish cemeteries in Sile-
sian Voivodeship at The Archdiocesan Museum

2011 / 2012 - Presentation of the book about the festival A Part
at Polish Radio Building
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